The Glendower Duo
This London based duo consists of two graduates from the Royal College of Music; Hannah Morgan - clarinet and Thomas Besnard - piano. The duo has been playing together for four years and during this time they have promoted both classical and contemporary music across the UK and Europe. The duo has celebrated much success in recent years and are considered one of the most exciting and innovative ensembles in London.

Hannah and Thomas have played in venues such as St James's Piccadilly, Cheltenham Town Hall, Bishopsgate Hall, the Victoria and Albert Museum and the National Gallery. They have reached the president's prize level in the North London Festival of Music competition which led to further recitals in London. Last year the Glendower duo were semi-finalists in the prestigious Royal Overseas League Competition and finalists in the Aqua Viva International Chamber Music Competition in Italy. Recently they were awarded the Yamaha Music Foundation of Europe Scholarship, competing against many other musicians across Europe.

The Glendower duo was recently chosen to feature in the Park Lane Group Young Artists' Concert Series for the 2009-2010 season, leading to a recital at the Purcell Room, London in January 2010.

The duo has received tuition from Nigel Clayton, Janet Hilton, Tim Lines, Richard Hosford and Caroline Palmer and have also played in master classes with Pascal Moragues and Nic Carpenter. Their commitment to contemporary music has led them to work with composer Haris Kittos, whose new commission they will be premiering next January. They have also had work the opportunity to work with composer Julian Anderson on his music.

The Glendower Duo has been on the Live Music Now! Scheme since last November, providing live music to people who ordinarily would not have the opportunity to have this experience. They have been performing in community venues, hospitals, care homes, schools and prisons. Outreach programmes play a large part in the Glendower Duo's performing life as both Thomas and Hannah believe in the importance to share the enjoyment of music with a wider audience.

Additional to their busy performing schedule in London, the duo gives recitals on luxury cruise liners, working for companies such as P & O and Fred Olsen.

Both Hannah and Thomas would like to thank Philip Carne for his generous sponsorship of the duo which has enabled them both to continue their studies.

www.glendowerduo.com

