Thomas Besnard - Piano

Following his studies at the Bordeaux Conservatoire, Thomas Besnard graduated in 2008 from the Royal College of Music, London, where he studied with Gordon Fergus-Thompson. He is currently continuing his training on the MMUS course with Caroline Palmer at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama.

Whilst still at college, Thomas has played at many venues across Britain (London, Oxford, Cambridge, Birmingham, Salisbury, Cardiff), France (Grand Théâtre de Bordeaux, festival Musique en Bergerac), Switzerland (Palais de l'Athénée, Geneva) and Poland. He has played in master classes with Désiré N'Kaoua, Rolf Hind, Roy Howat and Claire Désert, and has received scholarships for the last three years to study chamber music with the Archduke Trio of London.

Apart from his performing schedule as the pianist of the Glendower Duo Thomas is much in demand as a solo and orchestral pianist, chamber musician and teacher. He performs regularly as the pianist of the Orpheus Sinfonia at St George's Hanover Square and with the Charities Philharmonia at St John's Smith Square. Thomas will be playing next December in George Crumb's Ancient Voices of Children at the Barbican Centre, where he will return in March 2010 for a pre-LSO concert, performing John Adams's Road Movies for violin and piano. He will also be playing in the UK premiere of Louis Andriessen's Bells for Haarlem this summer in a Proms Composer Portrait broadcast on BBC3.

